Notification of an Erasmus Intensive Programme to be held in Jindrichuv Hradec, Czech Republic 16-27 August 2013
What is the programme about?

This Erasmus funded Intensive Programme (IP) is called ERMEC Educational Research Methodology in a European Context
The ERMEC IP will examine different approaches to education  research in the context of current European practices and debates. Programme members will be encouraged to evaluate and compare norms and practices in the institutions and countries represented at the IP. The IP will encourage participants to identify developmental needs that may be met by further cooperation of the participating institutions.
Who is the programme for?

The target groups are students on doctoral programmes. Students on Masters level programmes who are recommended by their sponsoring institutions are also eligible to participate. Members of staff at the participating institutions who are also doctoral or masters students can participate too. The IP will enable a high level of participation and peer support for students and staff. There are 11 institutions participating in this IP: 
Charles University, Prague
Aarhus University, Denmark
Akdeniz University, Antalya, Turkey

Pädagogische Hochschule, Freiburg
Sheffield Hallam University, Sheffield, England

Tallinn University, Tallinn, Estonia

University of Helsinki, Finland

University of Latvia, Riga

University of Ljubljana, Ljubljana, Slovenia

University Of Lodz, Lodz, Poland

University of Tampere, Finland
The IP is coordinated by Sheffield Hallam University and the host institution, Charles University.
What are the aims of the intensive programme (IP)?

· To  review a range of approaches to conducting educational research in the European context

· To relate identified approaches in educational research to social science paradigms 

· To develop participants' critical understanding of research methods and methodology 

· To enable participants to make informed judgements when using or conducting research.
A thorough understanding of the significance of research practices is a prerequisite for those involved in planning, doing or commissioning educational research; the ability to access, analyse and interpret research is an essential skill for educational professionals. The IP will examine the conceptual and epistemological bases of different approaches to addressing research problems in the context of current European practices and debates. Participants will be expected to develop a critical understanding of the philosophical issues underlying particular research methodologies and methods in order to analyse and make judgements about research studies. They will be encouraged to evaluate and compare norms and practices in the institutions and countries represented at the IP. The IP will encourage participants to identify developmental needs that may be met by further cooperation of the participating institutions.

The objectives of the IP are to enable you to:

· critically evaluate a range of educational research practices and methods in a European context, including the philosophical issues underlying particular research methodologies;

· provide appropriate justification for their choices of methods and methodology in relation to a range of research problems;

· explain the principles and limitations of using chosen methods and methodologies;

· critically evaluate research results in terms of validity, reliability and other criteria appropriate to particular methodologies, including ethical criteria;
· analyse and critically interpret both quantitative and qualitative data, demonstrating awareness of alternative approaches and of their effects on interpretations of research data;
· demonstrate the on-going development of standards of oral and written presentation necessary to present complex analysis and argument to  peers in professional and academic domains.  

What happens on the IP?

The programme begins now and leads up to a 12-day residential  school the process of which is outlined below:

1. Group forming

2. Sharing research interests, experiences and perspectives 

3. Discussion of student and staff expectations and contributions

4. Formation of symposium groups of 5 to 6 students
5. Practising your symposium presentations (you will have previously prepared a short presentation on your research interest or topic - a detailed briefing is given when you join the programme)

6. Tutor presentations on underlying philosophies and critical approaches to enquiry, and on educational research practices and issues in their respective countries
7. Student presentations on their research (ongoing)   

8. Tutor feedback and support to individual presenters (ongoing)

9. Identifying common interests, themes and working groups
10. Identifying similarities and differences arising from different contexts and cultural settings
11. Critically analysing implications for approaches to enquiry and methods of analysis and interpretation
12. Plenary discussion arising from interest groups
13. Forward planning of ongoing research studies, further collaboration and dissemination of current work

The IP will be based upon the research interests and projects of the participants so it is very much tailored to your needs. At the same time, through the focus on individual students' research projects, participants (with staff members leading this) will draw attention to general issues in research of concern to everybody, for instance epistemological issues, methodology, ethics and so on. The underlying philosophy of the IP is student-centred, encouraging and inclusive, with staff acting as resources to facilitate the development of students as researchers and educationalists. The style is interactive and collaborative, with a strong emphasis on developing and maintaining support (student-student; student-staff and staff-staff) before, during and after the actual IP. The residential element of the IP will begin with a strong induction process designed to foster trust and support as well as critical engagement. You will be allocated to symposium groups, where you will develop and practise your presentations, with some support from staff members. Specific staff inputs will be designed when your interests and projects are known to the staff team. However, given staff knowledge of research issues in the European context it is likely that the following broad areas will be drawn upon:

· current dominant discourses in educational research and policy making e.g. evidence-based practice; systematic review; RCTs

· quantitative and qualitative research methodologies
· critiques of dominant discourses

· research paradigms and debates

· philosophical foundations of key research paradigms

· recent debates on the need to move beyond the 'paradigm wars'

· relating theory to empirical research

· research ethics

· specific research topics in the European context and the methodologies used

The first language of communication for the IP will be English though opportunities will be created for participants to work in other languages during the course of the programme e.g. through the use of small group work.  
Students will submit abstracts as part of the application process and, where possible, draft papers in advance of the IP. A virtual learning environment and online content management system will be used to support the development of a community of learning and practice. Outcomes will be disseminated through a peer-reviewed publication made available online and in hard copy. Full participation in the programme, including acceptance of your article for publication in the IP publication, will entitle you to claim 7.5 ECTS points from your university.
Where is the IP taking place?

The programme will take place in a local grammar school: Gymnázium V. Nováka, Jindřichův Hradec. 
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classroom

JINDŘICHŮV HRADEC

Jindřichův Hradec is a town in the South Bohemian Region of the Czech Republic, with a population of 22,700 inhabitants. It is about 150 km from Prague. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jind%C5%99ich%C5%AFv_Hradec
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More pictures from Jindřichův Hradec

http://www.jh.cz/cs/fotogalerie/jindrichuv-hradec.html
What are the costs?

Your board and accommodation (see picture below) costs will be covered by the Erasmus project funds. Travel to and from the IP will be covered at 90% of your costs on production of receipts. The other 10% may be covered by other sources, depending on your local circumstances.
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Part of social room
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Dining hall
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What are the advantages of coming on this IP?

· A safe, supportive environment in which students and staff from 10 different countries can exchange ideas on education and research

· An opportunity to practise giving a seminar paper or workshop in a friendly, supportive environment

· The chance to work intensively with students and staff from across Europe on your research interests
· An opportunity to build lasting professional relationships and friendships - an excellent means of networking

· Inputs from experts on theoretical and practical aspects of doing educational research, such as research methodologies, social theory, ethics, academic writing, giving seminars and conference papers 

· A chance to spend a sustained period of time thinking through research issues that are important to you and getting advice and support from people with different perspectives, interests and expertise.
Interested?

If you want to know more or you definitely want to get your name onto the programme list, contact your staff member, Paul Garland, p.garland@shu.ac.uk, 0114 225 4821, who will keep you informed of developments and tell you what the next steps are.
[Please insert your details above]
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